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Sunday, 21 October 2007

09:00 Transfer from Arabia Felix Hotel to Sana’a University

09:30 – 10:00  Registration

10:00 – 10:50 Opening Ceremony

Recitation from the Holy Quran

Opening address Dr. Friedhelm Krupp, Coordinator Middle Eastern Biodiversity
Network

Opening address Ms. Maxi Siegmund, DAAD Sana’a

Opening address Representative of German Embassy

Welcome address Prof. Dr. Khaled Tamim, President of Sana’a University

Opening address Ministry of Water and Environment, Republic of Yemen

Opening speech Prof. Dr. Saleh Ali Basurah, Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific, Research, Republic of Yemen

10:50 – 11:10 Coffee break

11:10 – 12:00  Introduction to the Workshop  FRIEDHELM KRUPP & ABDUL KARIM NASHER

Brainstorming: What is the Socotra Biogeography Workshop expected to achieve?

12:00 – 14:00  Lunch (in outside restaurant)

Session I: Geology, Palaeogeography and Climate

Co-chairs: Masaa Al-Jumaily and Lyndon DeVantier

14:00 – 14:20  Birth of the Socotra Archipelago: a review of geology and current tectonic and
palaeogeographic models  (KAY VAN DAMME)

14:20 – 14:40  Climate variability recorded in stalagmites from Socotra  DOMINIK FLEITMANN,
STEPHEN J. BURNS, ABDULKARIM A. AL-SUBBARY, JAN KRAMERS & ALBERT MATTER

14:40 – 15:10  Roundtable discussion: Geology, palaeogeography and climate: present state of
knowledge and implications for biogeographic research

15:10 – 15:40 Coffee break

Session II: Terrestrial Phytogeography

Co-chairs: Abdul Karim Nasher and Michael Apel

15:40 – 16:00  Refugia on Socotra  LISA BANFIELD & ANTHONY MILLER

16:00 – 16:20  Phytogeography and Vegetation Ecology of Socotra  PAUL SCHOLTE

Evening banquet on invitation by Prof.  Dr. Khaled Tamim,
President of Sana’a University
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Monday, 22 October 2007

08:30 Transfer from Arabia Felix Hotel to Sana’a University

Session II: Terrestrial Phytogeography (cont’d)

09:00 – 09:20  The origin and evolution of the Socotran flora - evidence from molecular data
MIKE THIV & MATS THULIN

09:20 – 09:40  Survival of the dragonblood tree in the light of climate change  NADIM TALEB

09:40 – 10:10  Roundtable discussion: Terrestrial Phytogeography

10:10 – 10:40 Coffee break

Session III: Terrestrial Zoogeography

Co-chairs: Abdul Karim Nasher and Uwe Zajonz

10:40 – 11:00  Biogeography of the entomofauna of Socotra – a first appraisal
WOLFGANG SCHNEIDER & ABDUL KARIM NASHER

11:00 – 11:20  The freshwater crabs of Socotra: taxonomy, phylogeny and zoogeography
MICHAEL APEL

11:20 – 11:40  Notes on faunistic biogeography of Socotra Island, with emphasis on the smaller
freshwater crustaceans and troglobionts  KAY VAN DAMME

11:40 – 12:00  Biogeography of the Socotra Archipelago – the contribution of the terrestrial
malacofauna  EIKE NEUBERT

12:00 – 13:30  Lunch (on campus)

13:30 – 13:50  Socotran reptiles in their broader context  E. NICHOLAS ARNOLD

13:50 – 14:10  The Avifauna of Socotra and its conservation value  OMAR AL-SAGHIER

14:10 – 14:30  The terrestrial mammals of the Socotra Archipelago  MASAA AL-JUMAILY

14:30 – 15:00  Roundtable discussion: Terrestrial zoogeography

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break

Session IV: Marine Biogeography

Co-chairs: Omar Al-Saghier and Eike Neubert

15:30 – 15:50  Pattern and processes of marine biogeography in the seas surrounding the Socotra
Archipelago  FRIEDHELM KRUPP & UWE ZAJONZ

15:50 – 16:00  Biogeographic patterns inferred from marine algae  (review)

16:00 – 16:20  Summary of biogeographical data of marine molluscs, crustaceans and other
invertebrate groups
EIKE NEUBERT, MICHAEL APEL, RONALD JANSSEN & THOMAS WEHE

Evening invitation by Profs. Masaa Al-Jumaily and Abdul Karim Nasher
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Tuesday, 23 October 2007

08:30 Transfer from Arabia Felix Hotel to Sana’a University

Session IV: Marine Biogeography (cont’d)

09:00 – 09:20  Regional biogeographic patterns of reef-building corals of the Socotra Archipelago
and Arabia  LYNDON DEVANTIER, EMRE TURAK & MALEK ABDULAZIZ

09:20 – 09:40  Marine ichthyogeography of the Socotra Archipelago
UWE ZAJONZ, FRIEDHELM KRUPP & MAROOF KHALAF

09:40 – 10:10  Roundtable discussion: Marine Biogeography

10:10 – 10:40 Coffee break

Session V: Conservation Biogeography

Co-chairs: Malek Abdulaziz and Kay Van Damme

10:40 – 11:00  Biogeographic research in the Socotra Archipelago and its implications on
conservation strategies  (MULTI AUTHORED SUMMARY)

11:00 – 11:20  Biogeography of Socotra and the Conservation Zoning Plan
 ABDUL RAQUEB SHAMSAN & PAUL SCHOLTE

11:20 – 12:00  Roundtable discussion: Conservation Biogeography

12:00 – 13:30  Lunch (on campus)

Session VI: Synoptic Biogeography

Co-chairs: Maroof Khalaf and Wolfgang Schneider

13:30 – 13:40  Socotra and the theories of biogeography, island biogeography and biodiversity:
 (review)

13:40 – 14:00  Synthesis of the workshop conclusions and first stab at a biogeographic synopsis
(MULTI AUTHORED SUMMARY)

14:00 – 16:00  Roundtable discussion: Synoptic Biogeography of Socotra
- The catalogue of scientific questions revisited
- Approaches towards a synoptic interpretation
- Needs for future research

16:15 Closure of workshop

Informal Get Together ( location to be identified)
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Wednesday, 24 October 2007

The participants are cordially invited by Dr. Paul Scholte on behalf of SCDP to attend and
contribute to a roundtable discussion at the University of Sana’a (details below).

The afternoon is at the disposal of the participants.

SCDP Technical Meeting,  Wednesday 24 October 2007
(09:00 – 12:00, same venue as the workshop)

Bio-geographical considerations for the management and conservation of the Socotra
Archipelago.

1. Introduction:  Paul Scholte
Succinct presentation of the conservation situation of Socotra
Implications of presented biogeography studies for the management of the
Socotra Archipelago

2. Road Masterplan:  Nadim Taleb, Ahmed Saeed and Paul Scholte
The planned ringroad
Ongoing studies for the updating of the 2002 road master plan for Socotra
Inputs of specialists for the risks of the proposed road system for the specific taxa
they study

3. And what to do with other upcoming threats ?
What did we learn from the ringroad campaign. The role of international
(independent) experts, embassies, national pressure, etc.
The need for EIAs and other formal instruments, but will they be enough ?

4. Conservation Zoning Plan:  Abdul Raqueb Shamsan and Paul Scholte
Present zoning plan, history
Strengths and weaknesses
Inputs of specialists for the importance of the areas for the specific taxa they
study

5. Monitoring of the Ecosystem Condition of Socotra
Birds, present thoughts, Richard Porter
Marine environment: monitoring as of now,  Malek Abdulaziz

6. Various
7. Suggestions for follow-up studies for conservation management

For more information please contact Dr. Paul Scholte at < ScholKerst@cs.com>

Evening invitation by Abdul Rahman Al-Eryani,
Minister of Water and Environment, Republic of Yemen

mailto:ScholKerst@cs.com
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International Workshop
“Synoptic Biogeography of Socotra Archipelago, Yemen”

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, 21-23 October 2007

Organised by
Masaa Al-Jumaily, Friedhelm Krupp, Abdul Karim Nasher, Eike Neubert,

and Uwe Zajonz

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Presenters attending

Mr. Malek Abdulaziz
SCDP
Sana'a, Yemen
Tel.: +976 777 727 763
malek_asaad@yahoo.com

Dr. Michael Apel
Natural History Museum Munich
Munich, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)89 179589 119
apel@musmn.de

Dr. E. Nicholas Arnold
Department of Zoology
Natural History Museum
London, United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 (0)1483 573 491
enarnoldnhm@hotmail.com

Ms. Lisa Banfield
Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 (0)131 248 2822
L.Banfield@rbge.ac.uk

Dr. Lyndon DeVantier
Australian Institute of Marine Science
Brisbane, Australia
Tel: +61 7 54730828
ldevantier@aol.com

Prof. Dr. Dominik Fleitmann
Institute of Geological Sciences
University of Bern
Bern, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 (0)31 631 8496
fleitmann@geo.unibe.ch

Prof. Dr. Masaa Al Jumaily
Sana’a University
Sana’a, Yemen
Tel.: +967 1 429294
Dr.masaa@hotmail.com

Dr. Maroof Khalaf
Marine Science Station Aqaba
Aqaba, Jordan
Tel.: +962 3 201 5145
m.khalaf@ju.edu.jo

Dr. Friedhelm Krupp
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)69 7542 1255
f.krupp@senckenberg.de

Dr. Anthony Miller
Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 (0)131 248 2822
a.miller@rbge.org.uk

mailto:malek_asaad@yahoo.com
mailto:apel@musmn.de
mailto:enarnoldnhm@hotmail.com
mailto:L.Banfield@rbge.ac.uk
mailto:ldevantier@aol.com
mailto:fleitmann@geo.unibe.ch
mailto:Dr.masaa@hotmail.com
mailto:m.khalaf@ju.edu.jo
mailto:f.krupp@senckenberg.de
mailto:a.miller@rbge.org.uk
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Prof. Dr. Abdul Karim Nasher
Sana’a University
Sana’a, Yemen
Tel.: +967 1 429294
karimnasher@yahoo.com

Dr. Eike Neubert
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)7632 828605
eike.neubert@t-online.de

Dr. Omar Al-Saghier
Yemen Wildlife Society & GEF Small Grant
Program
Sana’a, Yemen
Tel.: +967 1 448605/6 Ext. 440
Omar.alsaghier@undp.org

Dr. Wolfgang Schneider
Department of Zoology
Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt
Darmstadt, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)6151 165707
schneider@hlmd.de

Dr. Paul Scholte
SCDP
Sana'a, Yemen
Tel.: +976 777 727 763
Paul.scholte@socotraisland.org

Mr. Abdul Raqueb Shamsan
SCDP
Hadibo, Socotra
abdulraqeb@centrum.cz

Mr. Nadim Taleb
SCDP
Hadibo, Socotra
talebnadim@yahoo.com

Dr. Mike Thiv
Natural History Museum Stuttgart
Stuttgart, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)711 8936 205
thiv.smns@naturkundemuseum-bw.de

Dr. Kay Van Damme
Department of Biology
University of Ghent
Ghent, Belgium

Tel.: +32 9 264 5263
Kay.VanDamme@UGent.be

Mr. Uwe Zajonz
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel: +49 (0)69 7542 1585
uwe.zajonz@senckenberg.de

Co-authors in absence

Prof. Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Subbary
Sana’a University
Sana’a, Yemen
Tel.: +967 1 464438
aalsubbari@hotmail.com

Dr. Mats Tsulin
University of Uppsala, Sweden
mats.thulin@ebc.uu.se

Dr. Ronald Janssen
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)7632 828 1237
r.janssen@senckenberg.de

Dr. Thomas Wehe
Institute of Zoology, Ruprecht-Karls
University, Heidelberg, Germany
wehe@zoo.uni-heidelberg.de

Dr. Emre Turak
Australian Institute of Marine Science
Brisbane, Australia
emreturak@wanadoo.fr

Dr. Stephen J. Burns
Department of Geosciences,
University of Massachusetts
USA

Dr. Jan Kramer
Institute of Geological Sciences
University of Bern
Bern, Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Albert Matter
Institute of Geological Sciences
University of Bern
Bern, Switzerland

mailto:karimnasher@yahoo.com
mailto:eike.neubert@t-online.de
mailto:Omar.alsaghier@undp.org
mailto:schneider@hlmd.de
mailto:Paul.scholte@socotraisland.org
mailto:abdulraqeb@centrum.cz
mailto:talebnadim@yahoo.com
mailto:thiv.smns@naturkundemuseum-bw.de
mailto:Kay.VanDamme@UGent.be
mailto:uwe.zajonz@senckenberg.de
mailto:aalsubbari@hotmail.com
mailto:mats.thulin@ebc.uu.se
mailto:r.janssen@senckenberg.de
mailto:wehe@zoo.uni-heidelberg.de
mailto:emreturak@wanadoo.fr


8

Workshop Coordination

Ms. Nadia Manasfi
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)69 7542 1583
nmanasfi@senckenberg.de

Mr. Adnan Al-Sawmahy
(Local Assistance)
Environment Protection Authority
Sana’a, Yemen

Listeners

Ms. Caterina Carugati
University of Pavia

Ms. Catherine Cheung
Protected Area Specialist
Noosaville, Australia
Tel: +61 7 5473 082
Cpscheung@aol.com

Ms. Sabina Knees
Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Tel.: +44 (0)131 248 2822
s.knees@rbge.ac.uk

Mr. Edouard Lavergne
Senckenberg Research Institute
Frankfurt, Germany
Tel: +49 (0)69 7542 1585
Edouard.lavergne@senckenberg.de

Ms. Francesca Pella
University of Pavia

Mr. Mohammed Quaeed
SCDP
Hadibo, Socotra
albrihy_2@yahoo.com

Mr. Ahmad Saeed
SCDP
Hadibo, Socotra
qamhem@yahoo.com

Guests

His Excellency
Prof. Dr. Saleh Ali Basurah
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Republic of Yemen

His Excellency
Mr. Abdul Rahman Al-Eryani
Minister of Water and Environment,
Republic of Yemen

Prof. Dr. Khaled Tamim
President, University of Sana’a
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Ms. Maxi Siegmund
Representative DAAD
C/o Embassy of Germany
P.O. Box 2562
Sana’a, Yemen
daad.yemen@yahoo.com

To be confirmed

His Excellency
Mr. Michael Klor-Berchtold
Ambassador of Germany
Embassy of Germany
P.O. Box 2562
Sana’a, Yemen

Mr. Guido Zebisch
Cultural Cooperation
Embassy of Germany
P.O. Box 2562
Sana’a, Yemen
ku-100@sana.auswaertiges-amt.de

mailto:nmanasfi@senckenberg.de
mailto:Cpscheung@aol.com
mailto:s.knees@rbge.ac.uk
mailto:Edouard.lavergne@senckenberg.de
mailto:albrihy_2@yahoo.com
mailto:qamhem@yahoo.com
mailto:daad.yemen@yahoo.com
mailto:ku-100@sana.auswaertiges-amt.de

