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Abstract — This paper starts a revisional study of Chinese Sparassidae. A total of three subfamilies, eight gen-
era and 53 species is known so far from China. Detailed data on type material of each species with references
and known distribution are given. Following species are transferred to other genera: Olios menghaiensis (Wang
1990) COMB. NOV. (from Heteropoda), Olios nanningensis (Hu & Ru 1988) COMB. NOV. (from
Micrommata), Olios tiantongensis (Zhang & Kim 1996) COMB. NOV (from Heteropoda), Pseudopoda
bibulba (Xu & Yin 2000) COMB. NOV. (from Heteropoda), Pseudopoda marsupia (Wang 1991) COMB.
NOV. (from Sinopoda), Sinopoda dayong (Bao, Yin & Yan 2000) COMB. NOV. (from Heteropoda), and
Sinopoda himalayica (Hu & Li 1987) COMB. NOV. (from Heteropoda). Following synonyms are recognized:
Heteropoda guangdongensis Yin, Yan & Kim 2000 = Olios nanningensis (Hu & Ru 1988) SYN. NOV.,
Micrommata hainanensis He & Hu 2000 = Olios nanningensis (Hu & Ru 1988) SYN. NOV., Heteropoda
shimen Yin, Peng, Yan & Bao 2000 = Heteropoda venatoria (Linnaeus 1767) SYN. NOV., Thelcticopis
Jiulongensis Zhang & Kim 1996 = Thelcticopis severa (L. Koch 1875) SYN. NOV. Syntypes, lectotypes and
paralectotypes of the following species are designated: Pseudopoda exiguoides (Song & Zhu 1999), Sinopoda
pengi Song & Zhu 1999, Sinopoda wangi Song & Zhu 1999. Heteropoda zhangi Song & Zhu 1999 is a nomen

nudum.
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Introduction

Sparassidae are mainly known as large hunting spi-
ders, living on tree bark, in shrub leaves, rock crevices
or in synanthropic habitats (e.g., Heteropoda venatoria,
which inhabits in China mainly indoor places as kitchens
and living-rooms, where cockroaches are present).
During examining and collecting sparassids in China, it
has become clear that at least several smaller species in-
habit also the leaf-litter, epigeic habitats under stones
and in gravelbanks. They occur as well in natural habi-
tats as forests and riversides as in human-influenced
sites like tea- and rice-fields or orchards. To state,
whether they play an important ecological role in agri-
cultural fields, further taxonomical and ecological inves-
tigations are necessary.

The senior author has recognized many undescribed
species of Sparassidae in Chinese collections. Before

describing them, it was necessary to take nomen-
clatorical and taxonomical concerns in order. Thus, the
present list may serve as a basis for future research.

Entries in the list have the following structure:
known sexes, valid name (in bold), original reference,
data of type material (including text of labels), conse-
quent references, known distribution. New synonymies,
new transfers and type designations are marked in bold.
If necessary or advisable notes are added. Subfamilies
and genera within subfamilies are listed alphabetically.

Abbreviations used: PJ, consecutive number of
Sparassidae examined by Peter Jdger; # denotes number
of each collection. Collections: AMNH, American
Museum of Natural History New York; BSUIJ,
Biological Department of Shandong University Jinan;
HNUC, Hunan Normal University Changsha; 10ZB,
Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Beijing; MNHN, Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle
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Paris; MNHS, Swedish Museum of Natural History
Stockholm; NSMT, National Science Museum Tokyo;
PPSG, Plant Protection Station of Ganzhou Prefecture,
Jiangxi Province; SMF, Senckenberg Museum Frank-
_ furt; TNHM, Tianjin Natural History Museum; USNM,
United States National Museum Washington; YNUK,
Biological Department of Yunnan Normal University
Kunming; ZMB, Zoological Museum Berlin; ZMUC,
Zoological Museum of the University Copenhagen;
ZMUM, Zoological Museum University Moscow.

Systematics

First investigations on Chinese sparassids were un-
dertaken by Fox (1936, 1937, 1938) and Schenkel
(1936, 1953, 1963). The species described by the both
arachnologists amount together to eight species. Zhu
(1983) published a revised list with 14 species and three
subspecies (of Heteropoda venatoria). In the following
years several species were described by Chinese
arachnologists. In the compilation on Chinese spiders of
Song et al. (1999) a total of 39 species were listed in
Sparassidae.

Family Sparassidae Bertkau 1872

Representatives of the family Sparassidae are recog-
nizable by the laterigrade legs, the scopulae at tarsus and
metatarsus and by an apomorphic character, a soft
trilobate membrane situated dorsally at the distal end of
metatarsus. For discussion on family name see Jéger
(1999a). The name “Sparassidae” was recently included
in the list of spider families by Platnick (2000a, 2000b).
At present, three subfamilies can be distinguished in
China, which may be recognized by the following char-
acters (compare drawings in Jager 1998, 2001):

Heteropodinae Thorell 1873: chelicerae with field of
small teeth (= denticles) between three anterior and
four posterior teeth, in some species denticles very
tiny. Female palpal claw with long and curved teeth.
Both eye rows recurved with lateral eyes being larger
than median eyes. Lateral projections and median
hook of trilobate membrane about the same length.
Included genera (with known distribution in China):
Heteropoda Latreille 1804 (Anhui, Guangxi, Hainan,
Hongkong, Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Taiwan,
Xizang/Tibet, Yunnan, Zhejiang),

Pseudopoda Jager 2000 (Hunan, Jiangxi, Shaanxi,
Sichuan, Taiwan, Xizang/Tibet, Yunnan, Zhejiang),

Sinopoda Jager 1999 (Fujian, Gansu, Hubei, Hunan,
Jiangxi, Liaoning, Shandong, Sichuan, Taiwan,
Xizang/Tibet, Yunnan).

Sparassinae Bertkau 1872: chelicerae with two anterior
and four to six posterior teeth. Median hook of
trilobate membrane longer than lateral projections.
Included genera (with known distribution in China):
Micrommata Latreille 1804 (Heilongjiang, Xinjiang
Uygur),

Olios Walckenaer 1837 (Guangdong, Guangxi,
Hainan, Hunan, Taiwan, Yunnan, Zhejiang).

Sparianthinae Simon 1897: cheliceral posterior teeth dis-
tinctly smaller than anterior teeth. Leg claws massive
(not slender as in other subfamilies). Lateral projec-
tions of trilobate membrane extending beyond me-
dian hook.

Included genera (with known distribution in China):
Thelcticopis Karsch 1884 (Guangxi, Hainan, Hong-
kong, Hunan, Taiwan, Yunnan, Zhejiang).

? Sagellula Strand 1942 (Xizang/Tibet)

At present the genus Eusparassus Simon 1903 can-
not be associated with any known subfamily. Repres-
entatives can be recognized by their genitalia (see
references in the check list). Species are known from
Xinjiang Uygur Region.

Notes: One specimen from the collection in Beijing
(I0ZB, Chinese Academy of Sciences) without locality
is known, which belongs to the genus Grathopalystes
Rainbow 1899. This genus cannot be associated with
any known subfamily at present. It is characterized by a
denticle field in the cheliceral furrow, which extends
from the proximal teeth to the distal membrane, from
which the cheliceral claw arises. This genus may occur
in the very southern parts of China (e.g. Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan Prov.). Since specimens with confirmed collect-
ing data are unavailable, this genus is not included in the
check list.

Subfamily Heteropodinae Thorell 1873
Genus Heteropoda Latreille 1804
Representatives may be recognized by the sheath-
like conductor of male palps and the typical spiral wind-
ings of female copulatory ducts.
¥ Heteropoda amphora Fox 1936: 125, fig.1 (1%

holotype, PJ 1270, label: % holotype, #1152, 10, A-
83, Heteropoda amphora 1. Fox, betw. Suifu +
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