


 

Please feel free to distribute this announcement to colleagues and suitable lists. 

Objectives: 
 

The Messel Pit, the first World Natural Heritage site in Germany, and its 
beautifully preserved fossil fauna and flora have been a highlight in the field 
of palaeontology since the first description of fossils from there in 1876. Over 
the years, a large number of new plant and animal species have been 
described by scientists from all over the world. Messel was, and is still, a 
peerless window through which we can study life on earth during the Eocene.  

 
But Messel is only one motif in a much larger tapestry: a piece of the puzzle 

that represents the world during the Eocene. Other sites contribute important 
pieces to the puzzle, such as the Quercy and the Paris Basin (France), the 
Bighorn and the Rocky Mountain Basins (USA), the Fayum (Egypt), and other 
sites in North Africa, China, Southeast Asia, and South-America. The study 
and comparison of the fauna and flora present in these different sites give us 
insight into different evolutionary aspects of Palaeobiology (phylogeny, 
biodiversity, etc.) and Palaeoenvironment (ecosystems, climates, 
palaeogeography, etc.) during the Eocene. 

 
In the last 10 years, considerable new results have come from the study of 

the Eocene World. Among these, the description of the complete skeleton of 
Darwinius masillae (a.k.a. "Ida") from the Messel Pit is perhaps the most 
widely known. But in parallel, other new fossil Primates have been found, for 
example in Myanmar, in China, in India, and in Northern Africa, which have 
also enhanced our understanding of the evolution of our own order. 

 
 

What is the impact of these new discoveries on our understanding 
of the World of the Eocene and in particular, the evolutionary 
history of early Primates? 

 
 
The aim of the Senckenberg Conference “The World at the Time of Messel” 

in 2011 is to gather together international specialists and, through their 
respective topics of interest, to develop a synthetic perspective on continental 
life on earth during the Eocene, crystallised around the emblematic site of 
Messel.  

In this framework, we welcome contributions on Plants, Insects, Fish, 
Reptiles, Birds, and Mammals as well as on aspects of the Climate, 
Palaeoenvironment and Palaeobiogeography from all over the world during 
the Eocene.  

 
 



 

For up to date information, visit our website www.senckenberg.de  
 

                                 or contact us at 22ndConference@senckenberg.de  

Program outline: 

Tuesday 1st November  Arrival, registration 
 Ice Breaker Party 

Wednesday 2nd November 

 

 Oral presentations, poster session 
 10th G.H.R. von Koenigswald Lecture 

Thursday 3rd November 

 

 Oral presentations, poster session 
 Round Table: "Evolutionary History of Early 
    Primates and the Origin of Modern Clades" 

Friday 4th November  Oral presentations, poster session 
 Conference Gala Dinner 

Saturday 5th November 

 

 Conference field excursion to the Messel Pit 
    Fossil Site and visit to the newly opened 
    "Visitor Centre" 

 

Keynote lectures: 

We are very grateful that following colleagues have agreed to present a 
keynote lecture during the conference:  
 Prof. P.D. Gingerich, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

 Dr. C. Labandeira, Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural 
History, Washington. 

 Dr. J.-C. Rage, Muséum National d´Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 
 Prof. K.D. Rose, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. 
 

Registration costs: 

Precise registration costs are not yet available. Every effort will be made to 
keep costs low (around 150€). In any case, participants who register early and 
students will be entitled to a discount. 
 

Conference language:  English 
 

Important dates: 

January 
2011 

2nd circular release,  
including a call for abstracts, registration costs, methods of 
payment, information on accommodation in Frankfurt, and a 
preliminary list of scientific contributions  

 
We hope that you will join us at Senckenberg in November 2011 

 



Preliminary registration 

 

 
 

The World at the Time of Messel: 
Puzzles in Palaeobiology, Palaeoenvironment and the History of Early Primates 
 
 
22nd International Senckenberg Conference 
Frankfurt am Main (Germany), 1st – 5th November 2011 
 
 
 

Surname, First Name ………………………………………………………………………… 

Academic title …………………………………………   □ Student 

Institution ………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Postal address 
(including postcode  
and country) 

………………………………………………………………………… 

E-mail address ………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone number ………………………………………………………………………… 

Fax number ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Please indicate if you wish to give a presentation    □ Oral presentation 

  □ Poster 

  □ No presentation 
 
Field of research to be presented, i.e. systematic group, fossil site, etc.  
(This will help us to group presentations with related themes): 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Preliminary title (this may be finalised at a later date): 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 

 

 
Please indicate which of the following events you might wish to participate in 
(this will help us predict the costs and the room space needed): 
 □ Tuesday 1st November - Ice-breaker party at the Senckenberg Natural 

History Museum 
 □ Wednesday 2nd November – 10th G.H.R. von Koenigswald Lecture at the 
Senckenberg Natural History Museum 
 □ Friday 4th November – Conference Gala Dinner at the Senckenberg 
Natural History Museum 
 □ Saturday 5th November - Conference field excursion to the Messel Pit 
Fossil Site and visit to the newly opened "Visitor Centre" 
 

 
 
If you are interested in visiting the Messel collection housed at the 
Senckenberg Research Institute, Frankfurt am Main, please inform us as soon 
as possible as lab space is limited. Also, specify which taxa you are interested 
in. 
 
 
 
Please return your completed form (by December, 2010) to 
 

22ndConference@senckenberg.de 
 
or 
 

Senckenberg 
Department of Paleoanthropology and Messel Research 

"The World at the Time of Messel" 
Senckenberganlage 25 

60325 Frankfurt am Main 
GERMANY 

 
 
phone: +49 69 7542 1338 
fax:      +49 69 7542 1203 
 
 




