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Vongy. An Adventure Among Scientists

The idea of presenting our scientific work as a comic book came about on our
trip to Madagascar amid Hymenaea verrucosa—a species of trees that produces
resin—while we collected insects, spiders, and resin. We thought that a comic
book would be an appropriate way to describe to the children and adults of
Madagascar the reasons why we made the trip to their country. At the same
time, we sought to communicate the scientific value of insects, spiders, and
resin and the significance of preserving biodiversity. As we wrote the script we
realized the importance of making our work known beyond the limits of the
Great Red Island. Itis thus that this comic book illustrates the process of resin
trapping and the dispersion of species through an adventure of discovery and
adangerous journey across the ocean.

The name of our protagonist is Voangory (Vongy), which is the word for “beetle”
in Malagasy. The action unfolds in Madagascar and Central America in vast
areas inhabited by trees that in ancient times originated the famous ambers
from the Dominican Republicand Mexico and copal, the well-known fossil resin
from Colombia and Madagascar.
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HYMENAEA
VERRUCOSA

/ HAPPY THAT WE
ARE WORKING To-

YOU'LL SEE
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) WORTHIIT!

THE SCIENTISTS SET UP STI(_K!TRAPS THAT CATCH
INSECTS AND SPIDERS THE SAME WAY RESIN DOES.
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IT SEEMS THAT THIS TYPE OF BEETLE ALSO LIVES | 22
| IN MADAGASCAR AND CENTRAL AMERICA. y
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.. .TO THE SEA .

WE ARE ON. CASTAWAYS Y — % — - 7. ALL THE WAY T0 @
TRAVEL IN FRAGMENTS OF \= | = CENTRAL AMERICA D CE )
= | HYMENAEA TREES THAT . \ ' {THEY ARRIVED,THEY EVOLVED.
—\ ARE CARRIED AWAY BY / : - -\ | WONDER WHETHER THEY /.
\_OCEAN CURRENTS . : _. ~ \ ARE VERY DIFFERENT
) ER ] L S\ FROM US.

IT'S ALONG JOURNEY FROM ONE CONTINENT TO THE OTHER.







THESE TREES |
ARE VERY SIMILAR
TO THE ONES IN

MADAGASCAR.
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1AM 50 GLAD
TO SEE YOU, VONGY! |
\ FEARED YOU HADN'T |
MADE IT ! '

IT'S DIFFERENT,
BUT IT'S TASTY !

AGOOD NAP AFTER
AGOOD MEAL ..

SPECIES -
HYMENAEA
COURBARIL

| FEARED THE SAME
ABOUT YOU! WHO DID -
9, YOU COME WITH ¢




WITH A FRIEND FROM :
HERE. HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT
WE LOOK A LOT LIKE HiM ¢

7 HI.MY NAME |5 VOAN-
GORY BUT MY FRIENDS CALL
ME VONGY. WE COME FROM
A RED I1SLAND CALLED
MADAGAS CAR.

A FLOW OF RESIN RUSHES
TOWARDS OUR FRIENDS,

ETITGO VONGY. THERE'S
NOTHING WE CAN DOD...

AMAZING !
ARE WE COUSINS?

YES, OUR DISTANT
RELATIVES MADE THE
_ SAME TRIP! /

LET ME SHOW YoU
SOMETHING THAT WILL
AMAZE YOU.




THIS 15 AMBER.
IT'S MILLIONS OF
\_ YEARS 0LD.

INSIDE I'VE SEEN MULTIPLE

RELATIVES OF OURS THOUGH

THEIR APPEARANCE 15 DIFFERENT.,

SCIENTISTS ARE
ALSD LOOKING FOR
AMBER TO STUD Y.
FOLLOW ME...

WHATS THAT CLEAR
THING OVER THERE ¢




1T COPAL,A
RESIN THAT'S VERY

YOUNG,ONLY A FEW .
THOUSAND YEARS OLD. | I { ORASAMBER |
ALSO HEARD THAT FRom A 2 [ PI1CAL FORESTS,BUT THE WAY THINGS '~.\ IN A MUSEUM!Y /

_\ ARE GOING,| FEAR THAT S0ON WE'LL
4 NLY EXIST INSIDE PIECES OF ¢
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~~ THATS ALL THAT
'WILL BE LEFT OF THE WORLD
IN WHICH WE AND 50 MANY
OTHER SPECIES LIVE ONCE HU-
MANS HAVE DESTROYED
EVERYTHING.

50 LONG,VONGY !
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THETEAM OF SCIENTISTS HAS
TRAVELED FROM MADAGASCAR TO

CENTRAL AMERICA.

PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF HUMANS,

THEY MUST COLLECT MORE RESIN TOKNOW WHAT'S TRAPPED IN IT TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THEIR DISCOVERIES IN AMBER AND
COPAL. COPAL CONTAINS SMALL PRESERVED ANIMALS ALLOWING RESEARCHERS TO FIND OUT WHAT RAIN FORESTS WERE LIKE
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A PIECEOF RESIN IS CAREFULLY EXAMINED.




_ i ‘ FORTUNATELY,VONGY'S FRIENDWILL
S,

E" BE USEFUL TO SCIENCE.
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HYMENAEA
COURBARIL
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OUR RESEARCH
WILL HELP PEOPLE
[ UNDERSTAND THE TERRIBLE
| CONSEQUENCES OF THE DES-
TRUCTION OF FORESTS AND

JHEIR BIODIVERSITY.

AND WE WiLL BETTER
UNDERSTAND WHY THE
FLORA AND FAUNA OF VERY
DISTANT REGIONS CAN BE
SIMILAR.
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WE WILL TAKE THE
7 SPECIMENS WE COLL-
ECTED TO THE UNIVERSITY
OF ANTANANARIVD (N
MADAGASCAR.
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WE ARE
GOING HOME !
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