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The idea of presenting our scientific work as a comic book came about on our 
trip to Madagascar amid Hymenaea verrucosa – a species of trees that produces 
resin – while we collected insects, spiders, and resin. We thought that a comic 
book would be an appropriate way to describe to the children and adults of 
Madagascar the reasons why we made the trip to their country. At the same 
time, we sought to communicate the scientific value of insects, spiders, and 
resin and the significance of preserving biodiversity. As we wrote the script we 
realized the importance of making our work known beyond the limits of the 
Great Red Island. It is thus that this comic book illustrates the process of resin 
trapping and the dispersion of species through an adventure of discovery and 
a dangerous journey across the ocean. 

The name of our protagonist is Voangory (Vongy), which is the word for “beetle” 
in Malagasy. The action unfolds in Madagascar and Central America in vast 
areas inhabited by trees that in ancient times originated the famous ambers 
from the Dominican Republic and Mexico and copal, the well-known fossil resin 
from Colombia and Madagascar.
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