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IAPT ELECTION RESULTS

Results of the recent IAPT general election (for the period 
2011–2017) are as follows:

President: Vicki Funk (U.S.A.)
Vice-President: Sandra Knapp (U.K.)
Secretary-Treasurer: Karol Marhold (Slovak Republic)
Council members:
 Group I (cryptogams):
  William Buck (U.S.A.)
  Ana Crespo (Spain)
  Kathleen Pryer (U.S.A.)
  Xian-Chun Zhang (China)
 Group 2 (phanerogams, North America and Europe)
  Lynn Clark (U.S.A.)
  Gonzalo Nieto (Spain)
  Nicholas Turland (U.S.A.)
 Group 3 (phanerogams, world):
  Jorge Crisci (Argentina)
  Sebsebe Demissew (Ethiopia)
  Lucia Lohmann (Brazil)

The new administration will convene to a transition council 
meeting with the present members on 24 July 2011 at the IBC in 
Melbourne. The IAPT office will move from Vienna to Bratislava 
during August and September. — Tod Stuessy, IAPT, Vienna.

THE NEW HERBARIUM SENCKEN
BERGIANUM: OLD INSTITUTIONS 
UNDER A NEW COMMON ROOF

With the recent merger of the new Senckenberg Research In-
stitutes and Natural History Museums at various locations in seven 
federal countries of Germany and new cooperations developing 
among their respective host institutions, two hitherto autonomous 
herbaria have joint forces and a third herbarium has been established 
to form the NEW Herbarium Senckenbergianum. This includes the 
Herbarium Senckenbergianum in Frankfurt/M. (FR) (founded in 
1817), the Herbarium of the Museum of Natural History in Görlitz 
(GLM) (founded in 1824) and a herbarium that was set up in the 
course of the formation of the new Quaternary Plant Macrofos-
sil Section in Weimar (IQW) in 2008. Additionally, Senckenberg 

initiated the development of a dinophyte collection at its Centre of 
Excellence for Dinophyte Taxonomy (CEDiT) in Wilhelmshaven.

All herbaria retain their physical presence at their traditional 
locations and remain under the direct responsibility of the local 
curators. FR and GLM keep their acronyms, while the herbarium 
in Weimar—so far without acronym—received the acronym IQW 
(derived from “Institut für Quartärpaläontologie Weimar”) that 
was in use so far for the fossil collections in Weimar. The CEDiT 
collection is under local curation, but is closely associated to the 
Herbarium FR and operates under the same acronym.

All herbaria have harmonised their policies and standards. 
Visitors to any of these locations can now directly order specimens 
from other partner herbaria to facilitate access and avoid unneces-
sary travel. Further loans, if desired, can then be organised in one 
transaction. The databases of all herbaria will soon become united 
in the Senckenberg collection database SeSam that is available via 
internet and is part of GBIF.

Specific data:

Herbarium Senckenbergianum Frankfurt/Main
Acronym: FR
Institution/postal address: Senckenberganlage 25, D-60325 

Frank furt/M., Germany
Visitor address: Kuhwaldstr. 55, D-60486 Frankfurt/M., 

Germany
Contact: Georg Zizka; phone +49 (0) 699 7075-1166, -1165; 

georg.zizka@senckenberg.de
Profile: over 1,000,000 specimens, focus Hesse and Central 

Europe, Mediterranean area, Mid-Atlantic islands, West 
African savanna (especially Burkina Faso, Benin); special-
ties: Higher plants, lichens, diatoms (Rabenhorst, Lange-
Bertalot)

Herbarium Senckenbergianum Wilhelmshaven—
Centre of Excellence for Dinophyte Taxonomy (CEDiT)
Acronym: FR
Institution/postal & visitor address: German Centre for Marine 

Biodiversity Research, Südstrand 44, D-26382 Wilhelms-
haven, Germany

Contact: Mona Hoppenrath; phone +49 (0) 4421 9475-116; 
mhoppenrath@senckenberg.de

Profile: growing new collection of types from extant Dino -
phytes



2

Plant systematics world TAXON 10 March 2011: 3 pp.

KEW RECORD OF TAXONOMIC LITERATURE 
19712007

Abstract Kew Record of Taxonomic Literature is a biblio-
graphic index of current literature on vascular plant taxonomy pub-
lished between 1971–2007. This article describes the development 
of Kew Record and its achievements over 37 years.

New information on plants is often collected far away from re-
search centres. Botanical articles are published in many languages, 
in titles with small print runs and no internet presence, unnoticed 
by the mainstream science press. Informing researchers that this in-
formation exists is no small task. The Library of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew is a unique resource of both current and historical 
botanical literature. It holds ca. 4000 periodical titles including 
approximately 1300 current periodicals, accessions in over 90 lan-
guages, and currently exchanges publications with 263 institutions 
in 78 countries (Kew Library, pers. comm.).

Current awareness lists for botanical literature were first com-
piled in late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including Just’s 
Botanischer Jahresbericht (1873–1935) and the Botany Section of 
the International Catalogue of Scientific Literature (Royal Society, 
1902–1919); for a history of botanical bibliography see Frodin (2001). 
The original inspiration for Kew Record was the Association pour 
l’Étude Taxonomique de la Flore d’Afrique Tropicale Index (AETFAT 
Index), for literature 1953–1985, published 1954–1986 and listing new 
articles on African plants and new African plant names. R.K. (Dick) 
Brummitt started the equivalent Index to European Taxonomic Lit-
erature (covering 1965–1970, published 1966–1977), shortly followed 
by Keith Ferguson’s Index to Australasian Taxonomic Literature 
(covering 1968–1970, published 1970–1972). RBG Kew indexing 
services were reorganised in 1970 switching compilation from a five-
yearly cycle to a day to day operation based on the receipt of journals. 
Separate regional indices involved a considerable duplication of effort 
and R.K. Brummitt persuaded Ray Desmond, the Librarian at Kew, 
to unite them. Kew announced a worldwide bibliographic index of 
plant taxonomy (RBG Kew, 1974).

The light blue volumes of Kew Record are familiar to many 
botanists. Kew Record listed all new published information on the 
taxonomy of vascular plants, their nomenclature, and distribution. 
References were placed in a systematic group wherever possible 
and floristic treatments were classified by area. Secondary subjects 
included bibliography, personalia, botanical institutions, anatomy 
and morphology, pollen morphology, chromosome surveys, re-
productive biology, and illustrations. Algae, fungi, paleobotany, 
physiology, ecology, plant associations, and cultivated plants were 
not indexed. During 1971–1980 Kew Record included all new plant 
names abstracted by the compilers of Index Kewensis in order to 
make new names available more frequently than was possible with 
the five-yearly publication schedule of Index Kewensis (although 
inclusion of all new names proved too cumbersome and they were 
excluded again). Kew Record was compiled from all new accessions 
received by the RBG, Kew Library, with some additions from mate-
rial received by the CAB International Mycological Institute (Kew), 
Natural History Museum (London), Oxford Forestry Institute, and 
the British Library (London).

For most of the 1980s Kew Record employed an equivalent of 3.5 
full time staff. The indexer examined all printed material received by 
RBG Kew Library, chose appropriate books and articles, recorded 
key words, and inserted custom-made indexing forms into the pub-
lications at the start of every article. The librarian recorded relevant 
bibliographic and scientific information on the forms. The “inputter” 
entered information from the form, along with the article title and 
authors, into a computer database. The record was then returned to 
the indexer and the inputter for checking. An index card was kept 
for every journal, recording the issues seen as well as the title ab-
breviation. A publication would take an average of one week to move 
through this process. Every month these records were compiled into 
the Current Awareness Lists; these were not intended for archiving 
and contained no indexes. At the end of the year the records from 
the Current Awareness Lists were combined, an author index was 
drawn up, and a volume of Kew Record for one calendar year (usually 
April to March) was printed. Unlike the promptly released Current 
Awareness Lists, Kew Record was usually released one to three years 

Herbarium Senckenbergianum Görlitz
Acronym: GLM
Institution/postal address: Am Museum 1, D-02826 Görlitz, 

Germany
Visitor address: Grüner Graben 28a, D-02826 Görlitz, Germany
Contact collection manager: Petra Gebauer; phone +49 (0) 3581 

4760-5340; petra.gebauer@senckenberg.de
Profile: approx. 310,000 specimens (150,000 vascular plants; 

102,000 fungi; 29,000 lichens; 27,000 bryophytes, 2000 
algae), focus on northern Eurasia, particularly Central 
Europe (emphasis on southern East Germany and south-
western Poland), the Caucasus and Central Asia; specialities: 
phytoparasitic fungi, critical vascular plant groups (Hiera-
cium spp., Rubus spp.), early 19th century type material in 
the herbaria of Mosig (lichens) and Lehmann (liverworts)

Herbarium Senckenbergianum Weimar
Acronym: IQW
Institution/postal address: Am Jakobskirchhof 4, D-99423 

Weimar, Germany

Visitor address: Am Jakobskirchhof 4, D-99423 Weimar, Germany
Contact: Frank Kienast; phone +49 (0) 3643 49309-3336; 

fkienast@senckenberg.de
Profile: Reference collection for the identification of fossil plant 

material with approx. 4500 specimens of mainly vascular 
plants including a carpological collection, focus so far on mid-
dle and high latitudes of the Northern Hemisphere, especially 
arctic, boreal and steppe plants in East Siberia and Alaska

Common web presence of the Herbaria Senckenbergiana: 
http://www.senckenberg.de/root/index.php?page_id=12915

Volker Otte, Karsten Wesche, 
Herbarium Senckenbergianum Görlitz; 

Georg Zizka, Stefan Dressler, 
Herbarium Senckenbergianum Frankfurt/M.; 

Mona Hoppenrath, 
Herbarium Senckenbergianum Wilhelmshaven; 

Frank Kienast, 
Herbarium Senckenbergianum Weimar


