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Excavations at the Early Pleistocene vertebrate site of Untermassfeld took place over 
a total of 127 months, resulting in the recovery of an abundance of 18,000 identifiable 
palaeontological finds. Led by R.-D. Kahlke, this incredible collection has been pre-
served and evaluated by an interdisciplinary team of scientists.
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Untermassfeld research excavation, deepest part in the southern area (grid squares Q 34, 35, 37, 38, 40 and 
41), position of several carbonate cemented sheets of sandy carbonate breccia (SCB) forming the upper part 
of the coarse clastic mudflow fan (CMF) transported into the erosion channel as lateral extrusion due to fluvi-
atile undercutting of the fan’s front.

Cervidae indet., Unter-
massfeld. – a–c Left 
costa IQW 2019/45 574 
(Mei. 50 883) with insect 
feeding traces presu-
mably made by dermes-
tid larvae, general view, 
close views. – Scale: 
a 30 mm – b–c 10 mm.
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Untermassfeld. – a–b Adult skull 
IQW 2003/28 250 (Mei. 27 412), 
lateral, dorsal views. – 
Scale: 30 mm. 
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In progress:
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A fifth volume will complete the series of descriptions and studies of the extensive finds 
from Untermassfeld. In addition to new results, including those on elephants, micromam-
mals and monkeys, studies on carnivores and their traces are in preparation. A synopsis 
on site formation incorporating taphonomic processes, faunal assemblage, the recon-
structed palaeoenvironment and biostratigraphy will consoledate the findings of the latest 
research. The addition of the complete excavation plans of Untermassfeld‘s extraordina-
rily rich fossil record will add the final touches to this five-volume monograph.
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Stephanorhinus hunds-
heimensis (Toula), Un-
termassfeld. – a–d Skull 
of an adult female indi-
vidual IQW 2009/30 270 
(Mei. 29 432), right and 
left lateral, dorsal, ventral 
views. – Scale: 50 mm.
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