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CAREER / EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Since 2021 Director General of the Senckenberg Society for Nature Research  

Since 2021 Professor for Ecosystem Sciences at Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany 

2017-2021 Head of the Austrian Agency for Research Integrity – ÖAWI, Vienna, Austria 

2016-2020  President of the Austrian Science Fund – FWF, Vienna, Austria 

2007-2020  Professor for Aquatic Ecology at the Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 

2007-2016 Director of the Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries (IGB), 
Berlin, Germany 

2005  Titulary Professorship at ETH Zürich, Switzerland 

2004 / 2005  Guest Scientist at the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Millbrook, NY, USA 

2002  JSPS research fellow at the Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan 

1999-2007  Group leader at EAWAG/ETH, Dübendorf, Switzerland 

http://www.senckenberg.de/
mailto:klement.tockner@senckenberg.de


1996-1999  Assistant professor (‘Oberassistent’) at ETH Zurich, Switzerland 

1994-1996  Postdoctoral fellow at University of Vienna, Austria 

1993-1994  Freshwater consultant in Rwanda and Uganda, Africa 

1993  Ph. D in Zoology & Botany at University of Vienna, Austria 

 
PRIZES & AWARDS (Selection) 

Elected member of the Academy of Sciences and Literature, Mainz (elected in 2022), of the German 
Academy of Sciences, Leopoldina (elected in 2015), and of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (elected 
in 2012), Wikimedia Prize for “Freies Wissen” (FWF, 2019), Fenner Lecture (UNC-Chapel Hill, USA, 
2013), Margalef Lecture (Guimares, Portugal, 2012), Fellow of JSPS, Sendai, Japan (2002), Liepolt-Prize 
for Danube Research (1999). 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (Selection) 

Leibniz Association Speaker of the Leibniz Biodiversity Network (LVB), a network of 22 institutes 
(2009-2014) 

 Speaker of the Section “Environmental Sciences” (Sektion E: 
Umweltwissenschaften; 2011 – 2013) 

Forschungsverbund Berlin  Speaker of a network of eight research institutes of the Leibniz 
Association (2011-2013), Co-Speaker (2015-2016) 

Advisory Boards BC – Biology Centre of CAS, České Budějovice, Czech Republic (since 2019) 

NIES – National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan (since 2015)  

BfG – Federal Institute of Hydrology, Bonn, Germany (2011 – 2016; Co-Chair) 

ICRA – Catalan Water Research Institute, Girona, Spain (2009 – 2016)  

German Research Foundation Member of the DFG Commission for Biodiversity (2012-2016) 
 

   Member of Research Panel Water Research (Fachkollegium 318; 2014-2016) 
 

   Permanent Guest of the DFG Commission for Water Research  
(KOWA; 2009-2016) 

Committees Sparkling Science Program (OeAD) (since 2022, Chair) 

Paris Lodron University of Salzburg, PLUS; Member of Board of Trustees 
(Kuratorium)(since 2021) 

Johanna Quandt Young Academy at Goethe (JQYA). (since 2021; Co-Director) 

 Messel Pit World Natural Heritage Site: Vice Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board (since 2021) 

 Reimers Foundation: Member of the Scientific Advisory Board (since 2021) 



 Ungerer Foundation: Member of the Board (since 2021) 

ZALF – Leibniz Center for Agricultural Landscape Research, Müncheberg, 
Germany: Member of Board of Trustees (2016-2020) 

BIOFRESH: Coordinator of FP7-EU Project (2009-2014) 

 DIVERSITAS: Member of DIVERSITAS freshwater BIODIVERSITY (2009-2013) 

 Member of the Jury of the European Rivers Prize (2013) 

 Member of the Jury of the Katerva Prize (since 2012) 

 ISRS: International Society for River Science: Member of the Board of Directors 
(2009-2013) 

 BeGenDiv (Berlin Center for Genomics in Biodiversity Research): Co-Speaker 
(2011-2016) 

 UNEP Project on Water Quality Guidelines for Ecosystems: Member of the 
Scientific Drafting Group 

 Global Environmental Outlook Report 5 of UNEP: Main Reviewer (Chapter 
Biodiversity) 

 Various research institutions in Germany, Czech Republic and Austria: 
Evaluation committee member  

 University of Uppsala: Panel chair of the evaluation committee (2017) 

 Science Europe: member of the executive committee (2016-2020) and the 
governance board (2017) 

Editorial activities Editor-in-Chief (2005-2014) and Co-Editor (2015-2019) of the journal Aquatic 
Sciences: Research across Boundaries 

Subject Editor (since 2005) of the journal Ecosystems  

Co-Editor of four special issues (Aquatic Sciences, Freshwater Biology, Rivers 
Research and Application, Fundamental & Applied Limnology) 
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Tockner, K., Uehlinger, U., Robsinson, C. T. (Eds.). (2009). Rivers of Europe. Academic Press. (2nd Edition: 
2021). 



Woolsey, S., Weber, C., Gonser, T., Hoehn, E., Hostmann, M., Junker, B., Roulier, C., Schweizer, S., Tiegs, 
S., Tockner, K., Peter, A. (2005). Handbook for evaluating rehabilitation projects in rivers and 
streams: A publication by the Rhone-Thur project. Eawag, WSL, LCH-EPFL, VAW-ETHZ. 

 
Special issues 
 
Lewandowski, J., Nützmann, G., & Tockner, K. (Eds.). (2014). Frontiers in real-time ecohydrology. 

Fundamental and Applied Limnology, 184, 3. 
Milner, A. M., & Tockner, K. (Eds.). (2010). Freshwater Benthic Science – what has it contributed to 

ecological theory? River Research and Applications, 26. 
Gurnell, A., Tubino, M., & Tockner, K. (Eds.). (2009). Linkages and feedbacks in highly dynamic alpine 

fluvial systems. Aquatic Sciences, 71. 
Tockner, K., Kollmann, J., Edwards, P. E., & Ward, J. V. (Eds.). (2002). Riverine Landscapes. Freshwater 

Biology, 47. 
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Bending the Curve of Global Freshwater Biodiversity Loss: An Emergency Recovery Plan. 
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 (2019). Emerging threats and persistent conservation challenges for freshwater biodiversity. 

Biological Reviews, 94(3), 849-873. 
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https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1246666  

*Muehlbauer, J. D., Collins, S. F., Doyle, M. W., & Tockner, K. (2014). How wide is a stream? Spatial 
extent of the potential “stream signature” in terrestrial food webs using meta‐analysis. Ecology, 
95(1), 44-55. https://doi.org/10.1890/12-1628.1 

*Steward, A.L., von Schiller, D., Tockner, K., Marshall, J.C., & Bunn, S.E. (2012). When the river runs 
dry: human and ecological values of dry riverbeds. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 
10(4), 202-209. https://doi.org/10.1890/110136 
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Hölker, F., Wolter, C., *Perkin, E. K., & Tockner, K. (2010). Light pollution as a biodiversity threat. Trends 
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floodplain ecosystems. Freshwater Biology, 55(s1), 135-151. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-
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